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MISS MAEY FRANCES CHENERY. 

The Illinois State Historical Society has lost one of its 
early members in the death of Mary Frances Chenery, 
which occurred at her home in Springfield, Illinois, June 
7, 1913. 

Miss Fannie Chenery, as she was familiarly called, was 
the daughter of William J), and Abigail Partridge 
Chenery. She was born in Morgan county, Illinois. Her 
father was a well known citizen of Morgan and Sanga- 
mon counties and kept an hotel. The Chenery House in 
Springfield on the site of what is now the Illinois Hotel, 
on the comer of Fourth and Washington streets, was for 
many years the leading hotel of Springfield and central 
Illinois. 

W. D. Chenery, the father of Miss Chenery, was the 
proprietor of this hotel and his family made its home in 
it. In those days the family of the proprietor felt its re- 
sponsibility as hosts, and the daughters of Mr. Chenery 
had the opportunity of meeting regular patrons and dis- 
tinguished guests. 

Miss Fannie Chenery was a woman of unusual ability 
and great personal charm. She took an active interest 
in the great questions which were before the American 
people when she was just growing into womanhood. Her 
memories of those days and of the actors in them were 
very vivid and she at times delighted to talk of them. 
During the last ten years of her life she was in very bad 
health. She and her sister. Miss Susan Chenery, lived 
together and their home was the center of a large and 
generous hospitality. Miss Chenery is survived by this 
sister and by several nieces and nephews. 

Miss Chenery was a member of the Presbyterian 
church. She was a member of the Springfield Chapter 
Daughters of the American Revolution and of the Illinois 
State Historical Society. 

She was buried in Oak Ridge cemetery at Springfield. 



